into battle
strong alliance of nations to resist further aggression* I welcome
very much the language used on this matter by the Prime Minister
this afternoon. He has an absolute right to the aid of all in the
country in carrying out that course. I pointed out, the last time
we discussed these matters, how great were the dangers of being
caught whilst this process was incomplete. The essence of such a
policy is speed and vigour. If it is not carried through with
the utmost speed and vigour it would be better not to have started
upon it at all. You can purchase short periods of perilous
isolation. We have taken the opposite course; and this is
no time for half measures. There is absolutely no half-way
house.
If peace is to be preserved there seem to be two main steps
which I trust are already being taken or will be taken with more
decision immediately.    The first, of course, is the full inclusion of
Soviet Russia in our defensive peace bloc.    When the right hon.
Member for Caithness [Sir A. Sinclair] dwelt on the point of Russia
and emphasised it, I heard a sort of commotion behind me.     I
heard the Noble Lady the Member for the Sutton Division of
Plymouth [Viscountess Astor] express her dislike of any contact
with Bolshevik Russia.    Where was this dislike when she paid a
visit to Soviet Russia with Mr. Bernard Shaw ?   The Noble Lady
was treated with great consideration.     But the point which the
House should notice—it is a very serious point, and I hope I shall
be able to put it without any offence, is that the time when she went
to Russia and gave all her applause and credit to Russia, was a
time when the influence of Russia was deeply detrimental to the
interests of this country.    I feel all that has been said about Russia,
and all that has been argued so powerfully by the Leader of the
Liberal Party, but at the same time it must not be supposed that
it rests entirely with us.    There are great dangers in asking favours
at a time like this.    I do not at .all think that we should be well
advised to ask favours from anyone.    The other day I tried to
show the House the deep interest that Russia had against the
further eastward extension of the Nazi power.      It is upon that
deep, natural^ legitimate interest that we must rely, and I am sure
we shall hear from the Government that the steps they are taking
are those which will enable us to receive the fullest possible co-
operation from Russia, and that no prejudices on the part of England
or France will be allowed to interfere with the closest co-operation
between the two countries, thus securing to our harassed and
anxious combinations the unmeasured,  if somewhat  uncertain,
but enormous aid of the Russian power.
94

